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Mercury

¢ The innermost and smallest planet in the
solar system, orbiting the Sun once every
88 days

¢ The Romans named the planet after the
fleet-footed messenger god Mercury

+ Before the 5th century BC, Greek
astronomers believed the planet to be two
separate objects: one visible only at
sunrise, the other only at sunset.




Mercury

o Comparatively little is known about the
planet: the only spacecraft to approach
Mercury was Mariner 10 from 1974 to
1975, which mapped only 40%—-45% of
the planet's surface

¢ Physically, Mercury is similar in
appearance to the Moon as it is heavily
cratered. It has no natural satellites and
no substantial atmosphere

¢ Visual Magnitude approx .. -2 to 5.5




Neptune data

0. 055 Earths
4879 km
Aver age di stance from Sun 0.387 AU approx 56 mllion km
Rotati on period (|l ength of day) 58.6 Earth days
Revol uti on period (length of year) 87.969 Earth days
Qoliquity (tilt of axis) 0. 01 degrees
Mean surface tenperature (at cloud tops)... 440 Kelvin
Surface gravity 0.337 Earth
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At nospheri c conponents:
* Potassium 31. 7%

Sodi um 24. 9%

Oxygen 9. 5%

Argon 7%

Hel i um 5. 9%

Oxygen 5. 6%

Ni trogen 5.2%

Car bon di oxi de 3. 6%

Water 3.4%

Hydr ogen 3. 2%

¢ Nunber of Mwons: O




A Comparison
of sizes.
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