A Curse on Astronomers
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e Scared of the light?

e A classic case of 'Less is More’
e We need less light to see more light.

e Is light pollution killing Amateur
Astronomy?
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Some 1 liners from the web:
Amateur Astronomy will be dead by 2020

Light Pollution: Burning Earth At Both Ends

Sky at night could become a thing of the past

The night sky is the ONLY part of our planet without
protection from law.




7 A Curse on Astronomers

¢ Light Pollution is the general effect of
stray light.

¢ Light Trespass is Light that shines where
it is not wanted.

+ Major contributors to light pollution:
e Street lighting
e Security lighting
e Sporting facilities
e Shopping Centres etc
e Home Lighting (lesser effect)
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Light Pollution Effects:

o Sky Glow

The effect of light passing through the atmosphere
being refracted or scattered by water droplets, dust,

pollen, sea spray etc lifted from local environments
or from industry.

e Glare
The direct effect of light shining into the eye, for
example
e Car headlights
e Security lights or floodlighting
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Shopping Centres
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An Interesting Perspective

Direct Upward Upward
/" Reflected Light

Light Trespass

Aded’to be Lit
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e [s our Society Scared of the Dark?

e Social behaviour/trends suggests so.
More & more demand for public lighting
Safety considerations
Parklands

Anti-social neighbour’s - spotlights and
garden lighting
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Recent Earth Hour - Local Results

+ Earth Hour - Saturday March 29t, South East Queensland sees a great
reduction in electricity use.

+ ENERGEX data showed the following savings were made specifically to the
REDLANDS area:

Typical hourly electricity consumption rate: /8 Megawatts
Earth Hour reduced consumption rate: 67 Megawatts
Approx 14% saving of typical consumption rate: 11 Megawatts

This reduction in consumption equates approximately to taking 2500
cars off the road for 12 months or planting 16,417 trees!

Sggth—East Queensland average reduction registered approximately
12%.
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Earth Hour Brisbane from Mt Cootha - Prior to Lights Out
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Earth Hour Brisbane from Mt Cootha - During Lights Out
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Earth Hour — Local Results

e Brisbane CBD 9.6% reduction
e Sunshine coast 10.4% reduction
e Gold Coast 7.4% reduction
e Redlands 14.0% reduction

e Total South East Qld hada 12.4%
reduction in power consumption
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Viewing Sites
e What can we do?

e Travel to Remote Dark Viewing Sites

or

e Frequent Local Urban Viewing Sites
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What can we do locally?

e Turn off the lights?

Probably not, due to safety & council requirements
Does anybody have a spare slingshot?

e Consider a courtesy letter box drop to your local
residents

e Contact ENERGEX for a change of Street Light or
light shade

e Pray for Rain (it helps plants to ‘bush up’)
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RAS Viewing Site — Practical Remedies

o

s
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Viewing Site — Practical Remedies
e We've covered up with light shades

NO
HEADLIGHTS
PLEASE
PARK LIGHTS
ONLY

—————
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Viewing Site — Practical Remedies
e We've covered up with light shades

e Amenity block lighting
Florescent-light Covers

o
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Viewing Site — Practical Remedies
Street light collector buckets
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Need more info

The International Dark Sky Association

www.darksky.org




